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Severe winter weather affects Red Cross blood donations  

as National Blood Donor Month begins 
January 7, 2014 

 
Each year, during National Blood Donor Month, we celebrate the individuals who give generously 
of themselves to ensure that an adequate blood supply is available for hospital patients in need. 
This January, we are proud to honor them once again. 
 
Our donors endure great sacrifice to support our mission each day.  Some do it because they were 
once blood recipients or know someone who was, while others do it simply to help save the life of 
another they may never know.  Whatever the reason, we are grateful for their efforts and the start 
of each new year is a great time to remind our donors how much we appreciate them.  
 
Unfortunately, less than one week into National Blood Donor Month, severe winter weather has 
forced the cancellation of American Red Cross blood drives in many parts of the United States. 
 
Since January 2, late starts, early closures, no-shows, cancelled drives and appointments have 
resulted in approximately 3,425 uncollected blood and platelet donations in our Division. Current 
conditions are causing those numbers to rise. While the severe winter weather impacts donation 
opportunities, hospital patients still need transfusions of blood and platelets. 
 
As residents are able to return to normal activities and it’s considered safe to travel, the Red Cross 
is encouraging eligible donors to make a blood or platelet donation appointment.  We are hopeful 
that our faithful donors will answer the call, but we need the help of the many staff and volunteers 
who are blood donors, as well.  As the weather improves, please visit redcrossblood.org or call 1-
800-RED CROSS to schedule an appointment to donate.    
 
Together we can weather any storm. 
  
Thank you and stay warm. 
 
Mary O’Neill, M.D. 
Vice President, East Division 

 


