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News and Notes from the Director and Assistant 
Director 

 
 
Greetings parents, 
It is that bitter-sweet time in the school year as we say 
goodbye to our child’s teachers, case managers, and 
principals.  This school year has been filled with a myriad 
of learning opportunities and growth for your children.  
We hope you had an opportunity to talk with your child’s 
case manager during Annual Reviews.  In education, we 
use the summer to rest and rejuvenate in anticipation of 
another school year.  Remember to take some time for 
yourself and your family this summer and enjoy some 
beautiful weather.      
Sincerely, 

Karen Slagle  

Jonathan Hart    

 
Some Fun Summer iPad Activities for 

Children 
 

 
 
 
Many parents ask for some suggestions for fun academic 
activities to keep children learning throughout the 
summer.  Ms. Servetnick at Copper Hill has developed a list 
of iPad Apps that may be useful in maintaining student’s 
skill levels in math and reading during the summer break.  
Take a look at some of the following Apps: 
Math Games: 
Math Dictionary 
Tic Tac Math 
Math Bingo 

Addition Top It 
Subtraction Top It 
Multiplication Baseball 
Beat the Computer 
Splash Math 
Math Quiz Game Show 
 
Reading & Writing Games: 
Word Wonderland  
Spell ‘n Drop  
Grammar Wonderland  
Word Bingo 
Bluster 
Language Adventures Game Show Quiz 

 
The Garden of Learning at Robert Hunter 

 

 
 

It’s that time of year again for The Garden of Learning 
Celebration! This annual event takes place in Dilley’s 
Garden at Robert Hunter School, and was held on June 11 
and 12!  It was hosted by the students in Mrs. Abel’s, Mrs. 
Kwiatek’s, and Mrs. Forman’s classes.  These students 
completed research projects and became experts in 
various science and nature topics, created teaching 
materials, and then presented their information to all 
second grade students over the course of two days.   
Students teaching students is a wonderful sight to behold, 
as the garden comes alive with learning.  Student topic 
titles included: The Wonders of the Rainforest, The 
Importance of Beneficial Bugs in Nature, Backyard Birds of 
New Jersey, and How to Create a Bird Friendly Habitat in 
your Backyard. They also covered the life cycle of a frog 
and learned the importance of trees and how we all need 
to work together to protect this natural resource.  This 
student-lead, interactive approach to learning continues to 
be a huge success and a wonderful experience for all. 



 

 

 

 

Parent Advisory Meeting: Visual Supports 
for Students with Special Needs 

 
On May 30, Copper Hill’s very own teachers presented a 
parent workshop on how visual schedules can support 
students with special needs.  Deb Griffith is a preschool 
teacher in the Copper Hill program for students with 
Autism and Kelly Hoff is a speech therapist, and both 
teachers have used visual supports to enhance learning.  
They stated in the presentations that there are various 
types of visual supports to help with expressive and 
receptive language, commands, and daily schedules.  In 
fact, many classroom teachers use visual schedules 
without even knowing it!  This workshop was very useful 
for parents.  We’d like to offer our thanks to Deb and Kelly 
for their presentation. 

 

Robert Hunter Reads Nonfiction! 

 
Mrs. Foreman, a fourth grade resource room teacher at 
Robert Hunter, has been working on nonfiction reading 
strategies with her students.  The students have been 
reading quite a bit about penguins.  They have learned 
about the various types of penguins including, the well-
known emperor penguin.  Students thought it was funny 
that their previous knowledge was identical to the 
information in the text.  For example, the text read, “…the 
penguin looked like a man dressed in a fancy tie and jacket 
clothes.”  It sparked so much discussion among the 
students.  Students have been focusing on improving their 
comprehension skills by locating text features and asking 
questions while reading.  These are very important skills 
to have when reading nonfiction.  Lastly, Ms. Foreman’s 
students wrote a summary of their favorite chapter and 
adorned it with colorful origami penguins.   
     

 
 

Reader’s Theater at Copper Hill 
 

 
On June 13th students in Mrs. Glessner, Ms. Roosa, and Mrs. 
Servetnick’s 3rd and 4th grade classes presented their end 
of year reader’s theater performances.  Students 
performed plays such as Chicken Little, Little Red Riding 
Hood, and Three Billy Goats Gruff.  Reader’s theater 
performances assist students in developing important 
reading foundations, as well as helping to develop reading 
fluency. 

 

 
 

 
Pi Day Fun at RFIS! 

 
On March 14th, Mrs. Hayes and Mrs. Chesseri’s classes 
celebrated Pi Day with a science experiment.  Their 
students used secret ingredients to make a fake apple pie 
and then tricked a few unsuspecting teachers and the 
principal tasting it.  Some of the staff even said it was the 
best apple pie they ever had!  Before students served the 
pie, they had to measure the diameter, and used Pi to find 
its circumference.  The 5th and 6th grade mathematicians 
claim this was one of their favorite projects!  
 

 
Important Dates to Remember 

 
 
June 19 & 20 Early Dismissal 
June 20  Last day of School & JP Case Graduation 
July 1  ESY Begins 
July 4 & 5 No ESY program 
Aug 2  ESY Ends 
Sept 4  First Day of School for Students   

          
 

Workshops and Information for Parents 
 

 
 
Informative Websites: 
Common Ground 
The Common Ground is a website offering a dialogue about 
NJ special education issues.  Check it out at 
http://www.njcommonground.org/ 
 
New Jersey Department of Education Special Education 
Parent Web Page 
http://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/ 
This web page has information about: 

 Autism Programs 
 Preschoolers with Disabilities 
 Child Find 

 
LOOK FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER:  September 2013 
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