
 

 

 

 

 

FLEMINGTON-RARITAN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
SPECIAL SERVICES NEWSLETTER 

Fall 2014 
Highlights: 

 Welcome New CST Members   Karen Slagle, Director 

 Parent Information    Karen Abrams, Interim Assistant Director 

 Projects in Our School    908-284-7680 

 Dates to Remember 

 
 

News and Notes from the Director and  
Assistant Director 
 
Welcome to another school year.  We are excited to 
introduce you to all of our new child study team 
members.  We had quite a number of our team retire 
last year.    Believe it or not we are already preparing for 
our annual reviews.  Dates have already been posted on 
the district website.  We look forward to a great year! 
 

 
 

Special Services Welcomes New Child Study Team 
Members 

 
Jon Mimmo was born and raised in Linwood, NJ.  He 
attended Holy Spirit High School in Absecon, NJ and 
continued his education at Rutgers University in New 
Brunswick.  At Rutgers, Jon double majored in Psychology and 
Communication.  He was also a member of the Men’s 
Basketball Team.  Jon completed his graduate education at 
Rowan University in Glassboro, NJ.  He currently resides in 
Ridgewood, NJ and coaches' basketball at Indian Hills High 
School in Oakland, NJ. 
  
Kari Platt graduated from Rutgers University with her 
Master’s degree in Social Work in the spring of 2013.  She 
currently holds her School Social Worker Certificate and her 
LSW (Licensed Social Worker).  She anticipates obtaining her 
LCSW (Licensed Clinical Social Worker) this coming summer.  
Ms. Platt recently finished completing her post-graduate 
work at Penn State University for her BCBA (Board Certified 
Behavior Analyst), which she anticipates obtaining early next 
fall after completing her practicum hours.   Ms. Platt was a 
case manager in the West Morris School District last year.  
Then in late April she joined us in the Flemington-Raritan 

School District as a case manager on our Child Study Team. 
 She is also one of the case managers for our Project Success 
program.  Ms. Platt is passionate about what she does and 
hopes to help guide her students in the direction of their 
dreams. 
  

Stacy Arzt: graduated from the school psychology program at 
Rowan University. She obtained her Educational Specialist 
Degree in 2012. Mrs. Arzt completed her undergraduate work 
at Rider University where she majored in Psychology with a 
focus in group dynamics. She was most recently employed in 
the Hamilton Township School District where she completed 
her internship and was subsequently hired. She joined the 
Child Study Team as a School Psychologist with the 
Flemington Raritan School District in June. Along with case 
managing a diverse population of students, Mrs. Arzt is one 
of the case managers of the Project Success program. She is 
interested in behavior and social/emotional functioning 
within the school setting. Mrs. Arzt looks forward to 
promising school year with students, parents and staff. 

  
Cosette Richman recently graduated from the school 
psychology program at Temple University, where she 
obtained her Educational Specialist degree.  She completed 
her undergraduate degree in psychology at the College of 
Charleston in South Carolina.  She completed her school 
psychology internship in Collingswood, New Jersey. At the 
start of the 2014-2015 school year, Cosette joined the Child 
Study Team with the Flemington-Raritan School District. She 
is a case manager at Robert Hunter Elementary School and JP 
Case Middle School. Cosette is looking forward to a 
productive school year and getting to know the students and 
families with whom she works.  
 
Jennifer Murkli: is a school psychologist and case manager at 
Barley Sheaf and Copper Hill Elementary Schools. She 
graduated with a M.A. and Ed.S. certification in school 
psychology from Rowan University. Jennifer has been a 
member of the Flemington Raritan School District since 
December 2012. She completed a 300 hour practicum and 1 
year internship within the special services department before 
being hired as a full time school psychologist in March, 2014. 
 Jennifer completed her undergraduate degree in psychology 



 

 

 

 

at The College of New Jersey with a concentration in 
organizational and industrial psychology.  Within the district, 
Jennifer acts as a member of the Child Study team, conducts 
psychological evaluations, case manages a diverse population 
of students, and supports the district’s Project Success 
program by providing weekly group counseling sessions and 
behavioral consultation. Jennifer is excited for the year ahead 
and looks forward to working with staff, parents and students 
to ensure a positive and successful school year.  
 
Jessica Fiorentino: graduated from Rutgers University with 
her Master’s degree in Social work in 2002.  She completed 
her undergraduate work at Drew University where she 
double majored in psychology and sociology.  She also 
attended College of Saint Elizabeth where she obtained her 
early childhood and elementary Prek-5th grade teaching 
certificate in 2009.    Mrs. Fiorentino was a case manager on a 
child study team for 11 years, primarily in the Westfield 
School District.  She joined the Flemington Raritan School 
district this past January.  This school year she is a case 
manager at Copper Hill School.  Jessica comes with a lot of 
experience in working as a child study team member for 
students with special needs.  She is looking forward to getting 
to know her new students and families.  
 
In addition to the staff members hired on the Child Study 
Team, we have welcomed new special education teachers to 
our district.   Copper Hill welcomes Kristin Sodano in our 
Preschool Autism class, Brittney Rodrigues in the Resource 
program. Brittney Johnson in the Autism program.  Reading-
Fleming Intermediate School welcomes Carly Bergstrom in 
the resource program, Kelly Miller and Megan Sheenan in the 
Multiple Disability classes.  Last but certainly not least we 
welcome Jacklyn Cleaver to Desmares in the Speech 
Department.     

 

 

The Special Services Department Hosts Parent 
Workshop  

 

Family Support Organization of 
Hunterdon, Somerset & Warren Counties 

 
Please join us as a Family Service Organization (FSO) 
representative discusses the FSO, its programs and how 
they can assist families of special needs children. 

Presenter: 
 

Shawn Zellers 
Community Outreach & Youth Partnership 

 
November 13, 2014 

9:30 AM 
Copper Hill School RSVP: 284-7680 

 

Information for Parents 
 

Annual Reviews: 
The 2015-16 Annual Review Schedule has been 

posted on the district website. 
 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

 
 
Nov 4  Schools Closed Staff Development 
Nov 18  Report Cards Go Home, grades K-6 
Nov 13  Special Education Parent Meeting  
  9:30 AM at Copper Hill School 
Nov 19  Early Dismissal Students K-6 
Nov 20  Early Dismissal Students K-6 
Nov 24  Early Dismissal Students K-6 
Nov 25  Early Dismissal Students K-6 
Nov 27 & 28 School Closed 
Dec 3, 4 & 5  Early Dismissal Students 7-8 
Dec 10  JPC Report Cards Available Online 
Dec 24-Jan 4 Winter Recess 
 

Around the District 
 

Desmares E.S. 
 

Mrs. Mulderrig’s fourth graders are finishing their 
wonderful narratives for Language Arts and for 4th grade 
math, we are learning about data collection and 
analysis.  Second grade math is doing various 
subtraction and addition story problems.  

              
Barley Sheaf E.S. 

 
In Mrs. Murray's kindergarten room we are currently 
doing a pumpkin unit and I'm incorporating what they 
are learning about in the general education room, the 5 
senses. We are cutting open a pumpkin and talking 
about the way it feels, smells, and so forth. Students 

 



 

 

 

 

have been very excited learning about pumpkins along 
with the 5 senses. They also got to taste different foods 
along with pumpkin seeds! 
 
Mrs. Hanigan's third and fourth graders are enjoying 
learning how to use Chrome Books and typing their 
personal narrative stories in Google Docs.  
 
 

Robert Hunter E.S. 
 

Mrs. Forman's class worked so diligently on their close 
reading strategies with informational text about leaves! 
They learned to Stop and Jot notes, have group 
discussions about their new learning, and write a 
summary of the article using new vocabulary! And if 
that's not enough to blow those fall leaves off of your 
tree, the class made crayon melt leaves, hung them 
from real fallen branches with an attached leaf poem 
they wrote with partners!  
 
Mrs. Forman's fourth grade got into the fall spirit too. 
They lived in a text full of spiders! Did you know that 
yellow garden spiders spin orb webs? They learned 
about four different webs and the weavers that create 
them! They analyzed and discussed their differences 
and similarities, wrote a summary of their new learning 
using impressive language, and attached it to a creepy 
accordion paper spider they made. These students are 
brave. They hunted for these special arachnid webs in 
Dilley's Garden by matching them against the article's 
spider descriptions and diagrams.  
                                                 
Ms Skiba and Ms. Byk are collaborating on How-To 
writing pieces with our students.  We are writing about 
how to carve a pumpkin. As a group we will vote on 
how to carve our pumpkin, then, the teachers will carve 
and students will write How-To writing pieces. Also, 
Mrs. Byk’s class created an Adjective Pumpkin Patch in 
which the kids chose and adjective and created a 
pumpkin to resemble that adjective.  They are displayed 
in the hallway. 
 

Reading Fleming Intermediate School 
 
In Ms. LiBrizzi’s 6th grade language arts students are 
reading the novel “Hatchet” and we are learning about 
imagery, theme and character sketches.  In Ms. LiBrizzi’s 
5th grade language arts students have been reading non-
fiction texts and working on identifying main ideas, 

details and writing summaries.  All classes practice 
active reading strategies and vocabulary building. 
 
This year Mrs. Miller's class and Megan Sheenan’s class 
will be hosting a Thanksgiving Feast in November.  The 
students will help prepare the meal by making mashed 
potatoes, green bean casseroles, stuffing, and pies.  The 
students will design, create, and address invitations to 
the feast for parents, administrators, and teachers.  
The students will also be creating “I am thankful for…” 
posters to hang around the room. 

 
The students in Ms. Mayer and Ms. Rarich's classes are 
writing an argument essay in our 6th grade Language 
Arts classes. They read several articles that covered a 
range of debatable issues. They chose a topic, a position 
and are now using textual evidence from the articles to 
write their argument essays. 
 
     Students in Mrs. DeMuro's grade 5 resource 
center have been working on personal narrative stories 
using Chrome books and Google Docs.  This enabled us 
to view our own and each other's writing while in 
progress, collaborate with each other in terms of 
revising our writing, and use technology to edit and 
spellcheck our work.  We learned that the process of 
writing can be fun and engaging when using 
technology! 
 
In Science, we recently finished designing structures out 
of cereal boxes and cardboard tubes that would carry a 
marble from 12 inches up in the air down to the floor in 
3 seconds time or more.  We enjoyed working with 
partners--like engineers-- to design, build, test and 
redesign our structures and then take what we learned 
to apply it to real world situations.  In social studies, we 
have been working like archaeologists to dig (literally--in 
the sand) and uncover "ancient artifacts" (created by 
our teachers) and use them, like clues, to determine 
which Native American culture could have left them 
behind.  To do this we have to problem solve, as well as 
read our text book very carefully in order to come to 
the correct conclusions.  In the end we are discovering 
that some learning is like a puzzle that we can put 
together piece by piece.  We are also looking forward to 
a school wide R.F.I.S. service project to help the elderly 
of our community on the 31st of October for Unity Day. 
 

JP Case Middle School 
 



 

 

 

 

Mrs. Dolen's 8th grade Language Arts students are 
reading the novel, The Giver, by Lois Lowry.  In the 
novel, everyone is eventually “assigned” a career to 
prevent people from making wrong decisions in 
choosing their life’s work.  In my class, students were 
assigned a career to research and were instructed to 
create a Google Presentation representing the 
characteristics, skills, and education needed to perform 
their job successfully.  Overall, the students have really 
enjoyed researching their careers and formulating a 
career plan.  

Mrs. Schorr, Ms. Krukowski, and Mrs. Squicciarini have 
collaborated to design a research project that allows 
their students create their own nonfiction webpage. 
Students have been researching different topics related 
to their historical fiction novel, Roll of Thunder, Hear my 
Cry, and will compile their information into a Google 
Site using the nonfiction text features we have been 
studying in class.   Their work will be showcased on a 
class webpage that will be used throughout the reading 
unit. Students will be able to view the work of their 
classmates to help them understand the social issues 
surrounding Cassie Logan and her family during the 
1930s 

Students in Mrs. Pirog's eighth grade language arts 
resource classes just finished reading The Giver. They 
will participate in a Socratic seminar today to discuss 
the major themes from the story! Students will then 
participate in an activity where they will pull 
information/quotes from the book to make their own 
decisions as to how the book really ends.  
 
 

 

                    
 


