
Good evening to all attending this Board meeting! 

I regret that I cannot be present to attend and speak to you all today. 

First, I would like to thank the Board, Superintendent McGann, administrators, staff and teachers for their 

tireless efforts in preparing for this upcoming school year as we plan for full in-person learning in the safest 

manner possible.  These past months have not been easy, as the guidance and recommendations have been 

evolving and changing.  These evolving guidelines have been difficult to keep up with and confusing at times.  

As your district physician, I would like speak to some questions and concerns you all may have.   

Probably the most important thing to note, is that recommendations for in-person education and universal 

masking for all individuals inside school buildings is fully supported by the NJ Department of health, NJ 

Department of Education,  the American Academy of Pediatrics and the CDC.   

To explain why universal masking is recommended at this time, even for vaccinated individuals, I have 

provided below the rationale provided by the CDC in light of the Delta variant of COVID-19.   It is so important 

to remember that the goal of all of these strategies is to keep our student population healthy, so they can be 

present in school for high quality education to occur.  We anticipate that recommendations will continue to 

evolve in the months to come.   

“CDC recommends that all teachers, staff and eligible students be vaccinated as soon as possible. 

However, schools have a mixed population of both people who are fully vaccinated and people who 

are not fully vaccinated. COVID-19 vaccination among all eligible students as well as teachers, staff, 

and household members is the most critical strategy to help schools safely resume full operations. 

Vaccination is the leading public health prevention strategy to end the COVID-19 pandemic. People 

who are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 are at low risk of symptomatic or severe infection. 

A growing body of evidence suggests that people who are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 are less 

likely to become infected and develop symptoms and are at substantially reduced risk from severe 

illness and death from COVID-19 compared with unvaccinated people. 

Only a small proportion of fully vaccinated people get infected (breakthrough infections), even with 

the Delta variant. Moreover, when these infections occur among vaccinated people, they tend to be 

milder than among those who are unvaccinated. However, preliminary evidence suggests that fully 

vaccinated people who are infected with the Delta variant can be infectious and can spread the virus 

to others. To reduce the risk of becoming infected with the Delta variant and spreading it to others, 

students, teachers, and school staff should continue to use layered prevention strategies including 

universal masking in schools. 

Due to the circulating and highly contagious Delta variant, CDC recommends universal indoor 

masking by all students (age 2 and older), staff, teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of 

vaccination status. Children should return to full-time in-person learning in the fall with layered 

prevention strategies in place. In addition to Vaccination, Consistent and Correct Mask Use is 

essential.   

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/fully-vaccinated-people.html


When teachers, staff, and students consistently and correctly wear a mask, they protect others as well 

as themselves. Consistent and correct mask use is especially important indoors and in crowded 

settings, when physical distancing cannot be maintained. 

 Indoors: CDC recommends indoor masking for all individuals age 2 years and older, including 

students, teachers, staff, and visitors, regardless of vaccination status. 

 Outdoors: In general, people do not need to wear masks when outdoors. CDC recommends 

that people who are not fully vaccinated wear a mask in crowded outdoor settings or during 

activities that involve sustained close contact with other people. Fully vaccinated people might 

choose to wear a mask in crowded outdoor settings if they or someone in their household is 

immunocompromised.” 

The details of other recommendations and prevention strategies for schools can be found on the CDC website 

as well as the NJ DOE/NJDOH document “Health and Safety Guidance for the 2021-2022 School Year.   

As a community, I know we can all work together to accomplish the common goal of getting our children and 

students back to in-person learning where they truly learn the best.  Thank you for your time and dedication in 

supporting the education of our district’s children! 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Beth Raleigh 

District Physician 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/masking-science-sars-cov2.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/masking-science-sars-cov2.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wear-cloth-face-coverings.html

