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Below are frequently asked questions.  As information is distributed from the New Jersey Department of Health
and the New Jersey Department of Education, answers are subject to change based on guidance. The main goal
of the FRSD is to keep students and staff safe and physically present in school.

2021-2022 September School Reopening

1. Will the schools be ready to open on September 8th given all the construction work occurring this
summer?
Yes, at this time all projects are either ahead of schedule or on schedule.  Just as with any major
installation/construction project, we anticipate some inconveniences; however, we have no reason to
believe the school opening will be delayed.

2. What will school look like in September?
At this time the District is planning for a typical full-day opening to the school year for all students.

● All students will attend in-person unless quarantined.
● Arrival and dismissal times for school will revert back to the full-day, pre-pandemic schedules.
● The school schedule, teacher assignments, and student placement will be determined by

principals just as prior to the pandemic.
● School supplies will be shared.
● Student dividers/shields will not be used in classroom settings unless three feet of social

distancing can’t be maintained (e.g. small group settings, etc.).
● After school activities and extracurricular activities such as sports, theatre, clubs, will occur.

3. Are  masks required in schools?
Yes, masks are required to be worn by students, staff, faculty, and visitors per Executive Order 251 in all
indoor portions of school premises, except in certain circumstances. See the full order here.

https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-251.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-251.pdf


4. Will there be mask breaks for students?
Yes, one five-minute mask break will be utilized throughout the day for all students once every 60
minutes during a time period chosen by the teacher.

● Mask breaks will be staggered during students' independent work.
● Mask breaks will not be used as a reward for good behavior.

5. What precautions will remain in place to ensure the safety of students and staff?
The Flemington-Raritan Regional School District continues to develop plans for a safe and successful
September school re-opening for all students, staff, and faculty attending in-person.  Key mitigation
strategies will be implemented with additional mitigation strategies implemented as the data warrants:

● Families will be reminded periodically of the need to keep children home who have COVID-like
symptoms.

● Hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette will be an instructional focus, and hand sanitizer will be
available at entryways and all classrooms.

● Social distancing will be maintained to the extent possible with a minimum of three-feet between
student desks.

● Students in grades 5-8 will have staggered access to their lockers to reduce crowding.
● New HVAC systems, including air conditioning, are anticipated to be in place and operational by

September.
● Fans and opened windows (when appropriate) may be used to increase air flow.
● Health and hygiene team members will continue to disinfect frequently-touched surfaces (e.g.

door handles, desks, light switches, faucets, telephones, handrails, drinking fountains, etc.).
● Contact tracing will occur in collaboration with the Hunterdon County Health Department.

6. What plans are in place to ensure safety in our cafeterias?
● Consistent with Executive Order 251, masks will be required for all students and staff while on

the bus or in the school building with the exception of meal time.  Certain exceptions to this
order are defined in the Governor’s Order.

● Students will have a minimum of three-feet of social distancing while eating lunch in the
cafeteria.

● Depending on the number of students and room size, principals may open an additional area for
students to ensure the comfort and safety of students and staff.

● At times, when weather conditions permit, outside seating may be utilized.
● Student dividers/shields may be used in cafeteria settings strategically as an additional mitigation

strategy.
● To begin the school year, menu items will be pre-packaged meals to provide for efficiency

through the cafeteria line.

7. If a child is quarantined but otherwise healthy, will parents have the option for him/her to
participate in class virtually.
Students quarantined as a result of exposure to COVID will be permitted to participate in concurrent or
synchronous instruction with his/her teacher/class for academic subjects during their regularly scheduled
class time (English language arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and World Language (7-8).
Other subjects may be provided concurrently depending on the activity planned.

Parents seeking this accommodation must provide a doctor’s note and/or seek approval from the school
nurse.

https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562021/20210806b.shtml


8. Will vaccinations be mandated for students, faculty, and staff?
The District has no plans to require vaccinations unless required to do so by the State of New Jersey.
The District follows the New Jersey Department of Health NJ School Immunization requirements.

9. Will there be changes if the number of COVID cases rise during the school year?  Are we ready to
pivot?
Students belong in school and their academic, social, and emotional needs are best met with in-person
instruction.  However, no one can anticipate whether COVID-19 may once again necessitate virtual
instruction, hybrid scheduling, etc.  We certainly hope not, but we cannot make guarantees.

What we can assure our families and staff is as follows:
● We will continue to monitor developments with the support of our county, state, and federal

health officials.
● We will communicate with families and staff when information becomes available.
● If changes are necessary, we will provide as much advance notice as possible.
● We will always have the health and safety of our students and staff as our top priority.

10. Does the district have a plan for how school will function if it is required to reduce the number of
students in person?
Yes, we plan to take the following steps if we need to reduce the number of students that attend
in-person classes on a given day.  We are hopeful that this will not be mandated by the State.  We believe
students need to be in school, full day for optimal learning to occur.

● Students will be placed into a cohort based on their current class assignments.
● Our priority will be to keep siblings in the same cohort.
● Cohorts will be rotated with each student spending 2-3 days per week physically present in the

classroom and 2-3 days per week of their time virtually present from their home.
● Instruction will be provided concurrently or  synchronously to both the students in the classroom

and at home.

11. How will families be kept informed if the District needs to modify our current September plans?
The District is committed to providing families with updated information if and when necessary.  We ask
for your understanding since circumstances sometimes change rapidly and without warning during this
extraordinarily difficult time.

● The Superintendent will communicate essential information by letter as the need arises.
● Monthly newsletters will arrive from the Superintendent’s desk.
● Principals will continue to share information directly with families through school-based

communications.
● The District website will be updated as soon as information is vetted.

12. During inclement weather, will classes be held virtually rather than adding on days in the school
calendar?
No.  State law requires that schools are open for in-person instruction for 180 days per year.  The
Executive orders that allowed virtual learning last year are no longer in effect.

13. What will music and chorus classes be like?
● Our music classes, chorus classes, and instrumental lessons will maintain a minimum of 3 foot

spacing to the extent possible.
● There are no restrictions for outside practice.


