
Flemington-Raritan Regional School District - 2022 Educators of the Year
(Board Recognition -- February 28, 2022)

On behalf of the Board of Education, the Flemington-Raritan Education Association and our entire
District, we are proud to announce, acknowledge and congratulate the Flemington-Raritan Regional
School District’s 2022 Educators of the Year! Their hard work, dedication and contributions have
helped our students grow, learn and achieve. It is because of outstanding staff members like them that
our district continues to provide all students with an excellent education and the foundation they need
to succeed in the future. Congratulations to each of this year’s honorees!

Barley Sheaf School

Teacher of the Year: Cori Lango, Grade 4 -- Mrs. Cori Lango has served as a fourth grade teacher at
Barley Sheaf Elementary School since 2009.  Mrs. Lango is a devoted educator who consistently places
student well-being at the forefront of her work as a teacher and member of the educational community.
Mrs. Lango fosters an inclusive and welcoming classroom environment, working collaboratively with a
special education colleague to skillfully meet the needs of a wide range of learners.  Mrs. Lango is a
passionate science educator and an active promoter of the Next Generation Science Standards,
designing inquiry-based learning experiences that enable students to plan and carry out investigations,
analyze and interpret data, construct explanations, and design solutions for real-world problems.  Her
expertise in technology-integration enables her to leverage technology to maximize student learning.
Mrs. Lango’s impact as an educator reaches beyond her classroom walls.  She initiated and leads a
safety patrol program in our school, and partners with our PTO to offer the popular afterschool Lego
Club enrichment program.  During the summer, Mrs. Lango works with students across our district
through our Title 1 Summer Support Skills Program.  Finally, Mrs. Lango cares deeply about the health
and well-being of her colleagues.  She coordinates events such as yoga classes, healthy eating seminars,
and fundraisers for Breast Cancer Awareness month, all of which help our school community stay both
grounded and healthy.  As one parent noted, “Teachers like Cori Lango build the foundation for the
love of lifelong learning, and instill the importance of becoming a well-rounded individual.  She
celebrates every student’s differences, and challenges them to become their very best.”

Educational Services Professional of the Year: Shannon Croasdale, Speech-Language Pathologist --
Ms. Shannon Croasdale has been the Speech-Language Pathologist at Barley Sheaf Elementary School
since 2019.  Ms. Croasdale is an innovative educator who works tirelessly to strengthen students’
communication and language skills and bolster their self-confidence.  Her classroom is filled with
interactive bulletin boards, 3-D models, mirrors, and countless tools to support student learning.  As
one teacher noted, “It is truly amazing to watch Ms. Croasdale and the relationship and bond she has
formed with so many of her students.”  Always striving to improve her professional practice, Ms.



Croasdale actively seeks professional learning.  Ms. Croasdale eagerly shares her learning with
classroom teachers to ensure continuity of support across each student’s day.  Ms. Croasdale is a
tireless advocate for students and for her profession. She is an active member of our school I&RS
committee, brainstorming and implementing ideas for an action plan such as visual communication
tools. Last May, during a challenging pandemic year, she worked with students and staff to create a
video of students and staff using American Sign Language to sing “Rise Up” by Andra Day in
recognition and celebration of all the different ways people communicate. Ms. Croasdale’s “can do”
spirit and dedication to her profession are truly commendable.

Copper Hill School

Teacher of the Year: Reparata Skove, Health & Physical Education -- Mrs. Skove is an amazing and
dedicated educator, colleague, athlete, and coach. Mrs. Skove has taught Health and Physical Education
for 35 years. During that time, we have watched her inspire, instruct, and create an environment of
mutual respect among students, parents, staff, and administrators. Mrs. Skove has written and revised
multiple curricula, researched and implemented the most recent instructional methods and strategies in
education, and has served on countless district and school-wide committees. Her commitment goes
beyond the classroom, as she volunteers to serve as a mentor, reading buddy, member of our security
team, and any other opportunity where she can serve her school community. Mrs. Skove has left a
positive impact on each and every person who has had the pleasure of working with her.

Educational Services Professional of the Year: Lisa Maslankowski, School Nurse -- Mrs.
Maslankowski works tirelessly to ensure that our students, staff, and families are healthy and safe. At
Copper Hill School, Mrs. Maslankowski services students with unique disabilities and medically fragile
students. Her nurturing and warm demeanor ensures that all students are treated with care. During the
COVID pandemic, she exhibited true leadership and commitment to her profession, spending countless
hours contact tracing, monitoring student illnesses, and guiding families through protocols and
procedures. Mrs. Maslankowski uses every opportunity to educate our school community on best
practices for health and wellness.



Francis A. Desmares School

Teacher of the Year: Nina Higgins, Grade 3 Resource Center -- Mrs. Nina Higgins is the recipient of
the FAD Teacher of the Year.  Colleagues describe Mrs. Higgins as a positive force among teachers and
students.  She is the most collaborative colleague ever!  Mrs. Higgins is highly regarded amongst her
peers as a collaborator, innovator, and above all else, kind human being. She shares every piece of
teacher material and instructional strategy she comes across.  Mrs. Higgins quietly leads by example
and frequently meets with grade level teachers to discuss how to accommodate student needs while
accomplishing curriculum goals and achieving grade level standards.  Over the years, she approached
every challenging learning and behavioral need presented by her students with the highest degree of
professionalism, care and compassion.  She seeks to attend every teacher workshop and is constantly
meeting with grade level and resource room teachers to discuss implementing new ideas. Mrs. Higgins
focuses on the needs of the Whole Child, instilling confidence and the love for learning in every
student, every day, through every opportunity.  Congratulations, Mrs. Nina Higgins.

Educational Services Professional of the Year: Jaclyn Accardi, Speech-Language Pathologist -- Mrs.
Jaclyn Accardi is the FAD recipient of the Educational Services Professional of the Year.   Mrs.
Accardi is a champion for all students and dedicates her time to her continuous professional growth.
Colleagues and administrators describe her as a true example of professionalism in action.  This is
often seen in Child Study Team meetings, parent meetings, IEP eligibility discussions, and by the
rapport she develops with her students.  Students demonstrate genuine excitement when they come to
her room and feel the progress and success from speech sessions.  Mrs. Accardi is a leader among the
Child Study Teams and Speech Language Pathologist Team in our district.  She quietly leads by
example in her role on the Core CST Team where the Special Education Handbook was developed or
spearheading the new Summer Supplemental Program. Mrs. Accardi also serves as a mentor to new
speech pathologists within our district, serves as a member of the Pandemic Response Team, and is a
turn-key teacher leader for our new UDL initiative. Mrs. Accardi is the epitome of service, excellence,
and leadership.



Robert Hunter School

Teacher of the Year: Margaret DeAngelis, Kindergarten -- Mrs. DeAngelis is a patient educator who
adapts her classroom to the needs of her kindergarten  students. When you walk into her kindergarten
classroom, you will find highly engaged students that enjoy being part of their learning community!
Mrs. DeAngelis is a champion for her students, always being a support to students and parents alike.
Mrs. DeAngelis is a collaborative educator that brings each lesson to life with enthusiasm, age
appropriate challenges, and a genuine love of learning!

Educational Services Professional of the Year: Jeanne Whalen, Teacher Assistant -- Mrs. Whalen is an
educator that connects with her students, seamlessly assists within the classroom, and is an asset to our
school. Mrs. Whalen has a strong skill set, is dependable, organized, and always has the greater good of
the school at her core. Our school benefits from having Mrs. Whalen as a part of it!

Reading-Fleming Intermediate School

Teacher of the Year: Lori Koehler, Grade 6 Math -- Mrs. Koehler is well known for her enthusiasm and
energy, but also for being equally organized, flexible, professional, understanding, and of course, fun!
Mrs. Koehler fosters a nurturing classroom environment that is well structured and student centered.
She always has a positive attitude and strives to create a meaningful relationship with each of her
students in order to help them be the most successful student possible.  Mrs. Koehler recognizes the
importance of connecting with kids and that is the center of her work each day.  Mrs. Koehler is
enthusiastic about working with all students regardless of whether the work and learning comes easy, is
a struggle, or anywhere in between.  One of Mrs. Koehler’s colleagues shared the following, “The
students and I are lucky to start our day with a greeting from Mrs. Koehler.  She is a fixture in the



hallway and says hello to everyone who walks past.  Mrs. Koehler has a positive attitude and a great
sense of humor.”  Mrs. Koehler is described by her colleagues as being inspiring and trustworthy.  Mrs.
Koehler is truly an educator who cares about the well-being of both students and colleagues and
advocates for their best interests.

Educational Services Professional of the Year: Claire Fox, Teacher Assistant -- Ms. Claire Fox is
someone who truly cares about the well being of each and every student.  As shared by a colleague,
Ms. Fox is the “definition of going above and beyond to make sure her students feel safe and supported
in all aspects of their day.”   She is also very supportive and helpful to teachers, having an incredible
amount of experience working with students.  Ms. Fox collaborates with the teachers she works with,
always being eager to help deliver lessons, scaffold information for students, or ask questions to
support student learning.  Ms. Fox is described as someone who is intelligent, thoughtful, and always
listening, observing, and recognizing what both the teacher and the students need.  Colleagues shared
similar experiences with Ms. Fox, noting how “her ability to know exactly what I was going to do next
and be prepared for it was uncanny.  At times I was convinced that she could read my mind.”  Ms. Fox
is described by her colleagues as extremely organized, friendly, supportive, helpful, and incredibly
patient.  She has an incredible way about her that “makes everyone around her feel valued, respected
and cared for.”  Ms. Fox is an educator who goes above and beyond in the service of students.

J.P. Case Middle School

Teacher of the Year: Dawn Hlavsa-Suk, Grade 7 Social Studies -- Mrs. Dawn Hlavsa-Suk has been
selected as the J. P. Case Middle School Teacher of the Year for her outstanding representation of each
of the critical attributes recognized by the Governor’s Educator of the Year program.  In her
twenty-fourth year of education, Mrs. Hlavsa-Suk continues to challenge herself professionally and
serves as a leader in our school community.  Mrs. Hlavsa-Suk’s professional toolbox is vast, and she
consistently facilitates professional development workshops for our district.  Her professional
knowledge and skill were clearly evident in the modifications she made to traditional instructional
practices in order to show her colleagues how to successfully implement cooperative learning strategies
within the confines of the required health and safety guidelines of the recent school years.  Mrs.
Hlavsa-Suk’s leadership also extends to her work as a union leader, and her service in this regard is
unmatched.  Her colleagues trust and respect her, and she is a nurturing and supportive presence in the
building.  Perhaps most importantly, Mrs. Hlavsa-Suk is dedicated to the children she teaches.  Her
child-centric educational philosophy guides her to go above and beyond to ensure that her students find



not only academic, but also social-emotional success.  She is an invaluable member of our school
community, and we are thrilled to support her nomination.

Educational Services Professional of the Year: Noreen Bradley, School Nurse -- Mrs. Noreen Bradley’s
service to the J.P. Case learning community over the last year has been unmatched.  As our School
Nurse, in a typical school year, Mrs. Bradley plays a significant role in ensuring the safety of our
building of close to 900 staff and students.  She collaborates with parents and teachers to ensure
student’s health needs meet district, county, and state guidelines.  She works closely with our athletics
department, and serves as a leader in her communication regarding player readiness and medical
clearances.  However, over the last year, her role has become even more indispensable, as she has
provided consistent and comprehensive guidance and support to administration, teachers, and families,
as we’ve navigated ever-changing health and safety guidelines in response to the pandemic.  She is a
beacon of knowledge and a consummate professional, and she consistently goes above and beyond to
ensure student health and safety.  Over the last few years, contact tracing and other aspects of her job
have often required her to work long hours at night and on the weekends, but her commitment has been
unwavering.  Even on the most difficult days in her office, her approach with students is supportive,
kind, and understanding, and has clearly been honed from her years of experience in a variety of
professional settings.  Mrs. Bradley is an incredible asset to our community, and a very deserving
recipient of this award.


