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Dear Parents, 

Welcome Back and Happy 2019!  Hopefully 
you had an enjoyable winter break.  As you 
work to create and stick to your resolutions, 
take time to help your children set goals for 
themselves this year.  The start of a new year 
is a great opportunity for everyone to reflect 
upon and establish hopes and dreams. 

Thank you to all of you for helping our PTO hit 
the goal of raising $30,000 for the Barley 
Sheaf library.  Your support raised an incredi-
ble amount of money and will put books into 
the hands of the students.  We appreciate 
that the Barley Sheaf community came to-
gether to achieve this amazing feat.  Special 
thanks to our PTO President Lisa Walsh for 
coordinating the efforts. 

We have a new addition to the Barley Sheaf 
staff this year.  We welcome Ms. Veronica 
Cioni, who will be filling in for our school 
nurse.  Mrs. Goodman will be returning from 
maternity leave in April. 

Winter has arrived and as you prepare for the 
season, please be sure to discuss your inclem-
ent weather plans with your child - share your 
emergency plans for them in case school closes 
early.  Please keep all of your contact infor-
mation in the main office current.  Additionally, 
please remember that the YMCA After School 
program is cancelled on emergency early dis-
missal days.   

We look forward to seeing you throughout the 
month.  Warm wishes for a happy and healthy 
2019.   

Sincerely, 

Karen L. Gabruk 

Don’t forget to plan for snow days! 

Barley Sheaf Winter Concert 

The Barley Sheaf Winter Concert will be held in the  gym on  Wednesday, 

January 16th at 7:00 p.m. 

This year the concert will feature presentations by the chorus, choir chimes, 

advanced recorder groups and Barley Sheaf Beats. Participants 

should report to Ms. Burns in the Music Room at 6:45 p.m. for the evening 

performance.  Please see Ms. Burns’s email from January 4th for concert 

dress information. 

If  you are unable to attend the evening performance, there will be a daytime 

performance at the school at 2pm and all are welcome. 

From the Principal       

January, 2019 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

January    

15 Hour of Code 6-7:30pm 

16  Winter Concert 

 2:00 and 7:00pm 

17  Dine Out Day 

21  SCHOOL CLOSED 

22  ASE Winter Session  

25  Super Spirit Hat Day! 

29  EARLY DISMISSAL 

30  2nd Marking Period 

 Ends 

 



Classes for the Winter Session of the After 
School Enrichment Program begin on Tuesday, 
January 22nd. 

If your children are going to participate in any of 
the after school programs, please be sure 
to send them in with two healthy snacks on the 
day(s) that their course meets.  Children will 
enjoy their second snack at the end of the 
school day prior to attending the enrichment 
program.  

Students will be sent to their after school class 
unless a parent has sent in a note requesting a 
change in that day’s activity.   Also, please con-
tact the YMCA program if your child attends 
after school care and let them know that your 
child is participating in a class. 

Creation of class lists is an important responsibility that classroom teachers, content specialists, guidance and administrators take 

very seriously.  A great deal of time and effort goes into creating classes which are well  academically and social-

ly.  Many factors are considered in making placement decisions, including desirable social combinations of students, undesirable 

social combinations of students, numbers of students requiring academic support or enrichment and overall number balance.   

Placement decisions are not made casually.  Because it is not as simple as placing a student with a teacher without considering all 

of the dynamics of each class and the individual and collective needs of the students, the Flemington Raritan School District does 

not honor parental requests for specific teachers.   

Parents may write a letter to the principal stating specific needs that their child has which may be considered when placing the stu-

dent.  The letter should state facts to consider and not request a teacher.  

LETTERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 1, 2019 

After School Enrichment Program 

Parent Requests for 2019-2020 
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From the Vice Principal 

Even in cold winter months, we be-

lieve outdoor recess is an important 

and valuable part of a student's day.  

With that in mind, we ask that you 

consider the temperature and 

weather conditions when assisting 

your child with clothing for the day.  

There may be times when the 

weather is deemed too cold for out-

door recess.  We make that determi-

nation on a daily basis, but please 

remember that on most days we will 

have outdoor recess even if it is for 

an abbreviated time.  Winter coats, 

hats, gloves and long pants are most 

appropriate on these cold days.  

RECESS DURING COLD WEATHER 

Dear Parents and Families, 

Happy New Year! Your children have returned to school from winter break refreshed, relaxed, and ready to continue learning! We 

are so excited for all that we have planned for our Barley Sheafers in 2019.  

A special thank you to our PTO for organizing a highly successful Read-A-Thon! It was truly inspiring to see our school commu-

nity come together to achieve a common goal. Mrs. Gabruk and I “stuck” to our promise- the children really enjoyed seeing us 

duct-taped to the gymnasium wall with red hair!  

We hope that all of our students, staff, and families enjoy a warm, safe, and healthy winter season! 

Amy Switkes 


