
Dear Parents: 

As November begins and Thanksgiving is approaching, we have so many things to be thankful for at Barley 
Sheaf.  Thanks for working with us as a partner in helping your child learn.  Your daily support with homework 
and reinforcing what we are teaching is truly appreciated.  By reading every night with your child for twenty 
minutes, you are helping us to build essential reading skills.  

We are also thankful for our many parent volunteers.  We have had many PTO events this month and appreciate 
so many parents stepping up to help.  Special thanks to our committee chairs for the Walk A Thon, Karen Fin-
nerty and Andrea Schwarz, and our committee chairs for PICTO, Jamie Ritter and Jennifer Wyatt.   

During the month of November we look forward to hosting our parent teacher conferences.  The conference is a 
wonderful opportunity to hear how your child is progressing in school.  This is also a time for parents to share 
insights with teachers about their children.  Please know that, although conferences are scheduled in November, 
we encourage your questions and input throughout the year.   

As the weather quickly changes, please remember to label hats, gloves and coats so that if they are lost we can 
return them.  Please also feel free to come check our lost and found in the cafeteria or encourage your child to 
do so if you are missing anything. 

We look forward to seeing you within the next few weeks.  Enjoy the fall foliage and the cooler weather.   

Karen Gabruk 

From the Principal      
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

November 

5   SCHOOL CLOSED  
   (Staff Development Day) 

 

5   Voting Day 

 
5   Kids Vote   
   (4-8pm BS Library) 
 
7 & 8 SCHOOL CLOSED 
   (NJEA Convention) 
 
13  Picture Retake Day 

20 & 21 Early Dismissal 

   (Conferences) 

25 & 26 Early Dismissal 

   (Conferences) 

27  Early Dismissal 

28  Happy Thanksgiving! 

29  SCHOOL CLOSED 

 

 

  

  

Scheduled Early Dismissal Days 

Nov. 20, Nov. 21, Nov. 25,  Nov. 26, Nov. 27 
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 Should I Keep My Child Home From School? 

School policy requires a child stay home if he or she:  

  Has a fever of 100.4 degrees or higher  

  Has been vomiting or has diarrhea  

  Has symptoms that keep him or her from participating in school, such as:  

o Very tired or lacking an appetite  

o Cough that he or she cannot control, sneezing often  

o Headache, body aches, or earache  

o Sore Throat—a severe sore throat could be strep throat, even if there is no fever. Other symptoms 
of strep throat in children are headache and stomach upset, or rash. Call your doctor if your child has 
these symptoms. A special test is needed to know if it is strep throat. 

 Keep your child home until his or her fever has been gone for 24 hours without medicine. Returning 
to school too soon may slow recovery and expose other people unnecessarily to illness.  

 Keep your child home until 24 hours after last vomiting or diarrhea episode.  

 Keep your child home if he/she is coughing or sneezing frequently as he or she is spreading cold 
germs to others.  

 

Please help keep others from becoming sick by keeping your child home during the worst of his or her 
illness.  Thank you!  



QUESTIONS YOU MAY WANT TO ASK AT YOUR CONFERENCE 
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With temperatures dropping, the likelihood of a school closing, de-

layed opening, or early dismissal increases.  Please be sure that you 

have discussed and practiced your plan should school need to close 

early and there is no aftercare.  Also, please take this time to plan 

with your children what action they will take in the event that you 

are not home to meet them.   

 The school will utilize the school communication system, 

SchoolMessenger, to contact you in the event of an unscheduled 

early dismissal and other closings or delayed openings.  Please be 

sure to update information in your Parent Portal should your contact 

information change. 

Share Your Talents! Emergency Closings 

Parent-Teacher Conferences are a perfect opportunity to develop communication with your child’s teacher.  As a partner in 
this process, please take a moment to reflect on the experiences your child has had at school.  Write down any questions 
that you may have and bring them to the conference.  Here are a few questions that may help to get you started: 

 How can I support my child’s learning at home? 

 Does my child participate in class? 

 What skills will  my child be expected to master  this year? 

 How will my child be evaluated? 

 How is my child measuring up to classroom expectation, both academically and socially? 

 How much assistance should I give my child in completing homework? 

We recognize the abundance of talent in our teachers and par-

ents, and would like to invite you to share your talent with the 

Barley Sheaf students -  as a course instructor!  This unique 

opportunity will allow you to design and teach a course this 

year for our wildly popular After School Enrichment Program.  

What you teach is entirely up to you.  The possibilities are end-

less!   Some ideas include: science; math; art; drama; comput-

ers; music appreciation; knitting; crafts; photography.  More 

ideas are available.  Learning takes place in many forms.  Your 

course doesn’t have to be “school-like.”  Fun is good too!  Print 

a proposal form from the Virtual Backpack and return it to Bar-

ley Sheaf by Friday, November 15th. 

Dear Parents and Families, 

It is time for Parent-Teacher Conferences! Our Barley Sheaf teachers are excited for the opportunity to meet with our families and discuss the pro-
gress of our wonderful students. To help prepare for your meeting, here are a few helpful tips: 

 Arrive at your scheduled appointment a few minutes early 

 Make a list of any questions or concerns you may have in advance 

 Take notes during the conference  

 Update your child’s teacher with any new information that may be pertinent to his/her education 

 Please kindly adhere to the 20-minute scheduled conference  

Follow-up with your child at home and discuss any plans that you and the teacher created together during the conference.  We look forward to seeing 
you! 

Amy Switkes 

From the Vice Principal  


