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Introductions
Anthony DeMarco Ed.D., Principal

Jason Borawski, Vice Principal

Lindsay John, 6th Grade Counselor

Vanessa Ahmed, Vice Principal

Heather Albanese, 5th Grade Counselor



Purpose for the Evening
● To hear directly from your child’s teachers about the learning 

that takes place in their classroom
● To walk in your child’s shoes for a brief time
● To experience what RFIS has to offer in all areas of curricula



Ten-Year-Olds & 
Eleven-Year-Olds
Yardsticks: Children in the Classroom Ages 4-14

By: Chip Wood



Ten-Year-Olds’ Social and Emotional Growth Patterns

▰ Generally content; enjoy family, peers and teachers

▰ Friendly, generally happy; quick to anger and quick to forgive

▰ Works very well in groups; enjoys clubs, activities, and team sports

▰ Usually truthful; developing more mature sense of right and wrong

▰ Highly sensitive to and able to resolve questions of fairness and other 
social issues

▰ Able to enjoy cooperative and competitive activities

Think of your 
own children. 
What comes to 
mind instantly?



Ten-Year-Olds in the Classroom

▰ Enjoy group activities, whole class cohesion, and collaborative learning -

▰ Good age for learning peer mediation and conflict resolution

▰ Concerned with friendships and fairness issues; teams, groups, games, and competitions 
help them practice social interaction

▰ Generally satisfied with their own abilities; happy and flexible

▰ Eager to reach out to others (community service or peer tutoring)

▰ Enjoy being noticed and rewarded for their efforts 

▰ Quick tempers may lead to outbursts and tears but problems are usually quickly and 
easily resolved

What do 
ten-year-olds 
look like in the 
classroom? 
What do they 
enjoy?



Eleven-Year-Olds’ Social and Emotional Growth Patterns

▰ Moody, self-absorbed, and sensitive

▰ Like to challenge rules, argue, and test limits; may be cruel; sometimes physically 
aggressive

▰ Worry more about who’s “in” and who’s “out” 

▰ Need lots of time to talk with peers; heavy users of the phone, texting and social media

▰ Impulsive - often talking before thinking

▰ Often behave best when away from home

▰ Have trouble making decisions

▰ Adult empathy, humor and sensitivity helps them cope with rapidly changing minds and 
bodies

How may these 
students 
compare to 
ten-year-olds?



Eleven-Year-Olds in the Classroom

▰ Desire to test limits and rules is an important developmental milestone, not a personal 
attack on the teacher

▰ Class meetings, peer mediation, student councils, and cross-age tutoring can be highly 
effective in resolving issues

▰ Love the challenge of competition; prefer team sports 

▰ Teacher can help with inclusion/exclusion issues by changing learning groups 

▰ “Saving face” is important; not necessary for the teacher to “win” arguments; 

▰ Private, physical space to think things over helps resolve problems peacefully

▰ Teacher empathy, a light attitude, and a sense of humor helps elevens take themselves less 
seriously

What do elevens 
look like in the 
classroom? 



Important Information to Share

● Attendance: All students are required to attend all classes 
each day of school.
○ Please utilize the RFIS Online Absence Reporting System

● Tonight’s schedule and the Zoom Links

○ The Huskies’ Parents’ House

https://www.frsd.k12.nj.us/Domain/475
https://sites.google.com/frsd.us/thehuskiesparentshouse/home


@RFIShuskies
#RFISpride


