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Reasons to learn a second 

language Essential question: Why should I learn a second language? 
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WHY MANY PEOPLE CHOOSE SPANISH AS THEIR NEW FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE?   

BECAUSE THE WORLD IS SPEAKING SPANISH! 
 

 
 

Why do you choose to learn Spanish among other languages? 

Think about it! 
 

These few facts remark the importance of the Spanish language in the 
world: 

1. At the end of the 19th century, 60 million people were Spanish 

speakers. Today, nearly 500 million people across the world speak 
Spanish! 

2. Spanish is the mother tongue of approximately 350 million people in 

21 countries (Mexico: 95 million, Spain: 40 million, Argentina: 38 
million, Colombia: 35 million…). 

3. Spanish is the second most used language in international 

communication. 
4. Spanish is one of the six official languages of the United Nations. 

5. In 1999, Spanish had approximately the same number of native 

speakers as English (leading English slightly 332 million people to 322 
million people). 

Do you need more reasons? 

1. In the New York City area, the newscast on the Spanish-language 
Noticias 41 and Noticiero Univision, often have higher ratings than 

news shows on CBS, NBC and ABC. 
2. Approximately 5.8% of Internet users speak Spanish, making it the 

4th most common language among the Internet community, after 

English, Japanese, and German. 
3. A recent study of 25 metro markets in the U.S. found that Spanish-

language programming was the sixth most popular format. 
 
Edited from http://blogelearningforall.blogspot.com/2014/02/why-many-people-choose-spanish-as-their.html?spref=pi 

 
Where do I learn Spanish?  At JP Case, with Sra Lanza! 

http://blogelearningforall.blogspot.com/2014/02/why-many-people-choose-spanish-as-their.html?spref=pi
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Write today’s date in Spanish in your Spanish 

notebook. 

Respond to the following questions. Write your 

answers in your notebook. 
1.  Can you speak any language in addition to English? 

Which one? 

 

2.  How do bilingual students compare to monolingual 

students in terms of focus and attention? See page 1. 

 

3.  Based on the “Twenty-five reasons to study foreign 

languages”, by Auburn University, find and copy one 

reason for each of these categories:  See page 2. 

 A.  Cultural understanding 

 B.  Intellectual growth 

 C.  Enhanced communication 

 D.  International travel 

 F.  Career success 

 

4.  Choose one of the “5 Reasons why it’s good to be 

bilingual” and write down your thoughts about it. See 

page 3. 

 

5.  You chose to learn Spanish.  ¡Fantástico!  List three 

(3) facts about the importance of the Spanish language 

in the world. See page 4. 


