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DECEMBER EVENTS 

6  Spirit Day! 

6  Giving Snowman Gifts 

  Due 

10-12 Book Fair 

12  Family Night 6-8pm 

19  Dine Out Day 

20  Early Dismissal 

22-30 Happy Hanukkah! 

25  Merry Christmas! 

December 20 - January 2 

Winter Break 

January 2nd Classes Resume 

 

Dear Parents and Families, 

With the holiday season upon us, we hope that you are enjoying time with your loved ones and 
making lasting memories. At Barley Sheaf, we are showing gratitude with our Thankful Tree, start-
ed by our second grade team. I am so thankful for our wonderful teachers and staff, hard-working 
students, and supportive families!  

Also upon us is the cold and flu season. We are taking extra precautions to keep our children 
healthy and prevent the spread of germs. Please visit the district website for more information on 
our school health services and our attendance policy if your child is ill.  

Wishing you all a joyous holiday season and a happy and healthy new year! 

 

     Amy Switkes 

December, 2019 

From the Principal-       

Dear Parents, 

I hope you enjoyed the Thanksgiving break 

and had many things to give thanks for.   The 

supportive parents, hardworking students and 

superb staff members make me thankful every 

day. I am also thankful for our PTO – they've 

hosted a number of fundraisers to support several programs to benefit our children.  We are also 

looking forward to the new electronic sign in front of the school to inform our families about upcom-

ing events.  Thank you for your continued support of the Barley Sheaf PTO. 

Hopefully, you found conferences to be as beneficial as we did.  The staff and I appreciate the time 

spent talking with you about your children.  Ongoing communication and collaboration between 

home and school positively contributes to the overall success of the children.  We welcome ongo-

ing dialogue throughout the year so that we can work as a team to help your child. 

November was a short month for school days but a busy month for learning.  As we head into De-

cember, our calendars seem to fill up.  Please take time to enjoy the company of friends and family 

during this busy season.  

Stay warm and healthy as the weather and seasons change.  We look forward to seeing you 

throughout the month of December.   

     Karen Gabruk 

Don’t forget to plan for snow days! 

From the Vice Principal 
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Barley Sheaf teachers  and staff were asked,  

“What is the most memorable holiday gift you’ve ever received and who gave it you? 

Karen Gabruk My grandfather built me a cradle and toy chest. 

Amy Switkes My dad gave me my first drum set for Hanukkah! 

Sharon England 
A few years ago, my daughter had moved to L.A. and I was missing her terribly.  As a surprise, my husband secretly had her fly 

home and she was standing by the tree on Christmas morning. 

Erin McNaught My mom gave me my winter coat that looks like a sleeping bag. I've had it for years! Warmest gift ever! 

Julie Gravett My mom gave me a quilt made from my dad's old shirts! 

Beth Klepper Cabbage patch kid – from my parents! 

Karen Amundsen 
My husband sent the dog into the bedroom Christmas morning 1999 with a basket hanging from his neck. Inside was an en-

gagement ring! 

Suzanne Galletta Birthstone earrings for my first child from my husband. 

Kristin Hill 
My mom got me an ornament to represent something significant that happened every year until I was 18, and they’re now the 

highlight of my tree each year.  

Kari Rowe My most memorable holiday gift was the American Girl Doll, Molly, from my mom and dad. 

Kathy Mikalsen A stable that my father hand made, for my large collection of small model horses.  

Chris Truncale A street hockey set from my uncle. 

Sheila Rozansky My husband gave me a diamond and sapphire ring to represent my son and daughter's birthstones. I wear it everyday.  

Kaitlyn Newell I got a guinea pig for Christmas one year from my parents! 

Susan Fischer Santa gave me a my-size doll.  She was as tall as I was! 

Sue Enos 

My four kids had been asking for a dog for as long as I can remember. I said if they make their beds in the morning for a year, 

we could get a dog...thinking they would never be able to do that! (The kids were 3, 5, 7 and 9 at the time)   Well, 8 months in -

  every bed was made every morning. A puppy we named Holly arrived on Christmas morning...tears all around. 

Lisa Davis Uggs moccasins from my daughters Hannah & Ivy- makes winter cozy and comfy! 

Becca Nichols My most memorable gift was a unicycle from Santa. 

Katelyn Moscaritolo A REAL Cabbage Patch doll from Santa. 

Rosie Hanigan My son, Ryan, was born, just before Christmas, on his father's birthday. 

Kelly Kuster 
Rollerskates given to me by my dad.  My mom wouldn't buy them that year, so he went out shopping (which he never did) and 

got them for me. He signed the gift tag, From:  "Just Dad!"  

Shannon Croasdale 
My guardian angel ornament that hangs in my car in memory of my grandfather who was my rock. I received this gift from my 

cousins.  

Andrea Strawman A record player ...  from my Grandmother. 

Rachel Shein My most memorable gift was when my brother got me a record player.  

Lea Klein When I was about eight or nine I received Barbie’s camper.  It was the biggest gift I had ever received! 

Lauren Rogowski Ornaments from family members are always special to me!   

Anniely Gutierrez A Pandora charm bracelet, given to me by my husband Claudio. Each charm represents a memory.  

Tricia Marciano My lime green two-wheeler with the banana seat and streamers on the handlebar grips! 

Anne McDougald My favorite gift was a gold ring from my brother. I still wear it many years later.  

Kate Breuer 
My most memorable gift was a blanket my grandmother made for me. She made it with my school colors and I still have it 

today.  

Kathy Dribbon 
A stereo from my parents when I was a teenager :) 

 

Greg Slomczewski Slippers from my Mom. 


