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Dear Parents, 

Welcome Back and Happy 2020!  Hopefully 
you had an enjoyable winter break.  As you 
work to create and stick to your resolutions, 
take time to help your children set goals for 
themselves this year.  The start of a new year 
is a great opportunity for everyone to reflect 
upon and establish hopes and dreams. 

Thank you to Lisa Walsh and our PTO for work-
ing so diligently to raise the funds, organize 
permits and coordinate the installation of our 
new electronic sign.  We look forward to shar-
ing up-to-the-minute information with the 
families of our students.  Your continuous sup-
port of our PTO is greatly appreciated and 
allows our students to enjoy many extras that 
enhance their education. 

We also want to recognize, Mrs. Morgan 
Schrum, 4th grade Special Education teacher, 
who was recently selected to represent Barley 
Sheaf School as our Governor’s Teacher of the 
Year and Mrs. Irene Silvestri, a teacher assis-
tant, who was selected as our school's Educa-
tion Services Professional of the Year.  Con-
gratulations to both of them.  

Winter has arrived and as you prepare for the 

season, please be sure to discuss your inclem-
ent weather plans with your child - share your 
emergency plans for them in case school closes 
early.  Please keep all of your contact infor-
mation on Genesis current.  Additionally, 
please remember that the YMCA After School 
program is cancelled on emergency early dis-
missal days.   

We look forward to seeing you throughout the 
month.  Warm wishes for a happy and healthy 
2020.   

Sincerely, 

Karen L. Gabruk 

 

Don’t forget to plan for snow days! 

Barley Sheaf Winter Concert 

The Barley Sheaf Winter Concert will be held in the  gym on  Thursday, Janu-

ary 16th at 7:00 p.m. 

This year the concert will feature presentations by the chorus, choir chimes, 

advanced recorder groups and Barley Sheaf Beats. Participants 

should report to Ms. Hill in the Music Room at 6:45 p.m. for the evening 

performance.  Ms. Hill will be sending home information with performers 

regarding concert attire. 

If  you are unable to attend the evening performance, there will be a daytime 

performance at the school at 2pm and all are welcome. 

From the Principal       

January 2020 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

January    

2  Classes Resume 

3 Spirit Day! 

14 Family Tech Night 

15 Supt. Roundtable 

16 Winter Concert 

20 SCHOOL CLOSED 

27 ASE classes begin 

28 EARLY DISMISSAL 

 



Classes for the Winter Session of the After School 

Enrichment Program begin on Monday, January 

27th. 

If your children are going to participate in any of the 

after school programs, please be sure to send them 

in with two healthy snacks on the day(s) that their 

course meets.  Children will enjoy their second 

snack at the end of the school day prior to attending 

the enrichment program.  

Students will be sent to their after school class un-

less a parent has sent in a note requesting a change 

in that day’s activity.   Also, please contact the 

YMCA program if your child attends after school 

care and let them know that your child is participating in a class. 

Creation of class lists is an important responsibility that classroom teachers, content specialists, guidance and administrators take 

very seriously.  A great deal of time and effort goes into creating classes which are well-balanced academically and social-

ly.  Many factors are considered in making placement decisions, including desirable social combinations of students, undesirable 

social combinations of students, numbers of students requiring academic support or enrichment and overall number balance.   

Placement decisions are not made casually.  Because it is not as simple as placing a student with a teacher without considering all 

of the dynamics of each class and the individual and collective needs of the students, the Flemington Raritan School District does 

not honor parental requests for specific teachers.   

Parents may write a letter to the principal stating specific needs that their child has which may be considered when placing the stu-

dent.  The letter should state facts to consider and not request a teacher.  

LETTERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 1, 2020 

After School Enrichment Program 

Parent Requests for 2020-2021 
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From the Vice Principal 

Even in cold winter months, we be-

lieve outdoor recess is an important 

and valuable part of a student's day.  

With that in mind, we ask that you 

consider the temperature and 

weather conditions when assisting 

your child with clothing for the day.  

There may be times when the 

weather is deemed too cold for out-

door recess.  We make that determi-

nation on a daily basis, but please 

remember that on most days we will 

have outdoor recess even if it is for 

an abbreviated time.  Winter coats, 

hats, gloves and long pants are most 

appropriate on these cold days.  

RECESS DURING COLD WEATHER 

Dear Parents and Families, 

Happy New Year! With a new year, we have some new and exciting things happening at Barley Sheaf!  

The Flemington Raritan Education Foundation donated a Sensory Path Hallway for our Barley Sheaf students, located in our spe-
cials wing. With a team of staff volunteers, Mrs. Dribbon and Ms. Kucharski coordinated the selection and installation of our 
beautiful new sensory path! This is designed to give our children an opportunity to use movement as a means to increase stu-
dent engagement and focus. We look forward to our students using the new pathway in 2020! 

Sincerely, 

            Amy Switkes 


